BLACK HISTORY MONTH - Do Now

In preparation for our song analysis of Black America Again by Common, please answer the following:

1. Do you feel like you are important?
2. Who are you and where do you come from?
3. Do you have pride in your identity?

1. ¢Sientes que eres importante?
2. ¢Quién eres y de donde vienes?
3. ¢Tienes orgullo de tu identidad?

BLACK AMERICA AGAIN, BY COMMON

1. What are your thoughts on the following lines?

"The new plantation, mass incarceration
Instead of educate, they'd rather convict the kids"

2. How can teachers in school help support you better
when you make mistakes? Should we just call
home or suspend you?

3. Please look up one of the following people named
in the song and write two sentences about this person,
and one sentence about what the song is saying about
them.

. Trayvon Martin

. Viola Davis

. Serena Williams

. Cory Booker

. James Brown

. Sandra Bland

. Ava Marie DuVernay
. Marvin Gaye

. Nina Simone

10. Billie Holiday

11. Stevie Wonder

12. Ta-Nehisi Paul Coates
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1. ¢ Qué piensas en las siguientes lineas?

"La nueva plantacion, encarcelamiento masivo
En lugar de educar, prefieren condenar a los nifios "

2.;,Como pueden ayudar los maestros en la escuela a
apoyarte mejor cuando cometes errores? ¢Deberiamos
Ilamar a casa o suspenderlo?

3.Busque una de las siguientes personas nombradas
en la cancién y escriba dos oraciones sobre esta
personay una oracion sobre lo que dice la cancion
sobre ellas.



4.Why is the song called Black America Again? ////;Por qué la cancién se llama Black America Again?
(hint: Think politics of 2016)

5. The song quotes James Brown saying:

"You know, one way of solving a lot of problems that we've got is lettin' a person feel that they're important.
And a man can't get himself together until he knows who he is, and be proud of what and who he is and where
he come from, and where he come from..."

5.a Do you agree with what James Brown said? Why or why not?

5b. How often do you have opportunities to think about your identity at school?

5. La cancion cita a James Brown diciendo:

"Sabes, una forma de resolver muchos problemas que tenemos es dejar que una persona sienta que son
importantes. Y un hombre no puede recuperarse hasta que sepa quién es y estar orgulloso de lo que y quiénesy
de donde viene, y de donde viene ... "

5.a Piensas que James Brown es correcto?

5.b ¢Con qué frecuencia tienes oportunidades de pensar en tu identidad en la escuela?
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6. The song brings up representation, specifically 6.La cancidn presenta una representacion, que hace
referencing Star Wars. What is Common's referencia especificamente a Star Wars. ¢Cual es el
commentary about this? comentario de Common sobre esto?

7. What does the song say about Flint, Michigan? 7. ¢Qué dice la cancion sobre Flint, Michigan?

8. Imagine a future where black and brown people are | 8. Imagine un futuro en el que las personas negras y
looked up to and seen as leaders. What would that marrones sean admiradas y vistas como lideres. Como
look like? If you were to write a song about this, what | se veria eso? Si escribieras una cancion sobre esto,
types of ideas would you like to incorporate? ¢qué tipo de ideas te gustaria incorporar?




